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Tandem Ride - Cape Reinga to Wellington

by Jane Mehaffey and Tom Halliburton



My name is Jane Mehaffey, I was born with a congenital eye condition
called ‘Aniridia’ (lack of iris).  Due to my impaired vision I tandem cycle
instead of using a single bike with my husband Tom Halliburton.
I was registered with the Blind Foundation at the age of 30 and
celebrated my 60th birthday last August.
I have been a member of NZ VIEW since the early 90s and have
enjoyed the companionship and support it has given.

Brief
History of
Tandem
Cycling

2007 July Purchased Tandem Bicycle
December Cycled Central Otago Rail Trail

2008 March Mangatainoka Tui Brewery 60 km fun ride

Lands End to John O’Groats 1500 km
November Lower North Island Tandem Cycle Trek

Fielding – Pohomgina Valley
Royal New Zealand Foundation of the  Blind

2009 Picton-Nelson-Upper Moutere-St
Arnuad-Picton

2010 June Picked up folding Bike Friday in Eugene
Oregon. Cycled in Eugene-Portland-San
Francisco

2011 January Christchurch to Picton via Molesworth
110kn of Round the Mountain Taranaki

October Cairns to Port Douglas
2012 Rail Trail Otago Central with Blind

Foundation

Health History
● Type 1 diabetes.
● Vision impaired
● Had son while on CAPD. (peritoneal dialysis) - 1989
● Kidney transplant - 1992



● Broken leg(stepped off train-no platform)
● Chemo therapy radiotherapy - 2005



A POTTED HISTORY OF NZ VIEW INC

The word VIEW is an acronym for ‘Vision Impaired Empowering
Women’.

By the late 1980’s it was generally felt that there was a need for a group
to be established to help empower and give support to fellow blind or
partially sighted women under the umbrella of the NZ Association of the
blind and Partially Blind.

The Inaugural Conference was organized by Suzanne Davies and held
in Wellington in June 1989.  At this conference our first National
President Pam Crothall was elected and it was also decided that there
would be Area Groups set up though out the country.  The women who
attended this conference then went back to their homes and tried to get
others interested.  After a period of time our first four Area Groups were
founded – these were in Auckland, Rotorua, Wellington and Invercargill.

During the early stages of the organization, each area investigated how
to best serve the needs of their women.  Some wanted a purely social
event once a month while others wanted a more structured format.
These two formats eventually merged forming the structure we know of
today, where most groups have a speaker of interest to women, such as
speakers from Women’s Health, Fire Safety, Matrimonial Law and
demonstrations of craft and recreational activities to name only a few.

In August 1998 at our AGM in Rotorua our members decided to leave
the Association to stand alone.  Today each group looks after the
welfare and helps support the women within their own area and if the
issue is of national interest then the Group Secretary will contact the
National Office where the issue can be dealt with.  Some women join the
group to help their self-esteem and are empowered by others towards
greater independence with some moving into the workforce.

Today the National Office consists of a President, Vice President,
National Secretary/Treasurer plus four officers.  Executive meetings
consist of all the above, plus one representative from each Area Group.
The Executive meets face to face once a year at either the National
AGM or Biennial Conference.  To deal with ongoing matters the National
Office meets by telephone conference call once a month.  Funding is
obtained through providing a budget to the Royal NZ Foundation of the



Blind each year.
We have four area groups, Auckland, New Plymouth, Rotorua and
Wellington.  These groups meet regularly in their areas, are social in
nature with fellowship, guest speakers, outings, concerts and give each
other support.  There is also a group of members who live outside of
these area groups, but like to receive our magazine.

Our newsletter Viewpoint contains articles from members including
personal anecdotes, poetry, recipes, as well as reports from area group
coordinators.

Membership of NZ View is open to any women, sixteen years and over
with a visual impairment, who is a resident of New Zealand.  There is an
annual subscription, plus a fee paid at each meeting for catering. This
varies from group to group.


